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at the age of 19, coming from a village 
in northern New Mexico, and spending 
5 years working in the War Department 
as part of that ‘‘greatest generation’’ 
which gave back so much to America 
to give us the kind of greatness we 
have had for the last 60-plus years here 
in the United States. My father became 
a soldier in the Army. He retired as a 
staff sergeant after having served his 
time in the U.S. Army. 

There were other members of my 
family. My uncle Leandro, who is my 
mother’s brother, 2 years older than 
my mother, gave his life in the soils of 
Europe defending this country’s efforts 
in World War II as the United States of 
America saved this world from the 
hands of the Nazis and the hands of the 
fascists who would have turned civili-
zation back to a place none of us ever 
wanted to go back to. 

So today, as we stand here on the 
floor of the U.S. Senate debating what 
we should do with the immigration 
laws of this country, it is important to 
remember that this country has indeed 
come a long way, that we are, in fact, 
an America in progress, that the Amer-
ica in progress we have seen for cen-
turies and for generations is one we 
must build upon. For us here in the 
Senate to simply accept what some 
would suggest—and that is that we do 
nothing with this issue of immigra-
tion—is, in my view, a dishonor to our 
country and to the responsibilities we 
have. It is an abdication of duty, for 
those of us who have taken the oath of 
office to uphold the laws of the United 
States and the Constitution of our 
country to make this country greater 
than it is today, for us to simply say 
that this issue of immigration is too 
tough for us to deal with and that all 
we ought to do is somehow ignore it or 
figure out ways of sidestepping it and 
go on to work on other issues. 

I so much admire Senator HARRY 
REID because he has said to the Nation 
that he would hold the feet of the Sen-
ate to the fire as we deal with the issue 
of immigration. It may not be a com-
fortable issue for most people to deal 
with. It is a contentious issue. The 
phone calls and e-mails—and I am sure 
every Senator, both Democratic and 
Republican, has had their phones ring-
ing off the hook for the last several 
weeks as we have dealt with this issue. 
Through the courage of Senator REID, 
he has said we will move forward with 
this issue, and we are dealing with the 
issue. Through the courage of other 
Senators, both Democrats and Repub-
licans, we have said this is an issue we 
can tackle. Yes, there are tough 
amendments, and we are working our 
way through those tough amendments, 
trying to make this immigration legis-
lation which is on the floor better leg-
islation, perhaps, than what was intro-
duced here at the beginning of last 
week, and we are making progress. 

As I said, I think there are now 21 
amendments which have been made to 
the legislation. There will be others we 
will make as the week goes on. But at 

the end of the day, America’s greatness 
really depends upon chambers like this 
Chamber here, which holds the keys to 
the democracy of our country, and de-
bating those issues which are difficult 
and getting us to a point of a conclu-
sion to deal with these issues which are 
so fundamental to the 21st century of 
America. When we deal with this issue, 
what we will have done is we will have 
found solutions to the issue of a broken 
border that has been broken for a very 
long time. When we effectively deal 
with this issue, we will deal with the 
reality of the economic demands of the 
United States of America and how we 
treat people with the kind of humanity 
and morality we would expect of oth-
ers. 

It is true that when one looks back 
at the immigration history of this 
country, there have been chapters in 
that immigration history which have 
been very difficult and very painful for 
those involved. 

From 1942 until 1964, there was a 
chapter in our immigration laws called 
the national Mexican immigration pro-
gram, or the Bracero Program, in 
which people were brought into this 
country because there was a need for 
labor, and we had many of our men and 
women in uniform serving in faraway 
places, as those in my family were 
serving at that particular time, but be-
cause there was a need for labor in our 
factories and on our farms, people were 
brought to this country under a pro-
gram. But it was a program that did 
not have worker protections, and the 
consequence of that program was that 
there were many people who suffered 
and who lived through a tremendous 
amount of pain because they did not 
have the protection of the laws of the 
United States of America. 

Today, in the legislation we have 
brought forward, we have included the 
worker protections that will ensure 
these people are protected. At the same 
time, the legislation we brought for-
ward recognizes the importance of the 
American worker because even under 
the temporary guest worker program, 
which is a controversial issue being de-
bated on this floor, what we have said 
in that part of the legislation is that a 
job has to be advertised first to the 
American worker and that if an Amer-
ican anywhere is willing and ready to 
take that job, it will not be available 
to somebody who would come in under 
the temporary guest worker program. 

So the economic issues, the national 
security issues, the human and moral 
issues which are at stake in this debate 
are some of the most important issues 
we face. I am hopeful that colleagues, 
working together in the Senate for the 
remainder of this week, will be able to 
come to a successful conclusion with 
respect to immigration reform legisla-
tion. 

Mr. President, I note the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that there now be a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SEQUENTIAL REFERRAL REQUEST 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to have printed in 
the RECORD a letter from Majority 
Leader HARRY REID dated June 4, 2007. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 

Washington, DC, June 4, 2007. 
Hon. HARRY REID, 
Majority Leader, U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR REID: Pursuant to para-
graph 3(b) of S. Res. 400 of the 94th Congress, 
as amended by S. Res. 445 of the 108th Con-
gress, I request that S. 1538, the Intelligence 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008, as 
filed by the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence on May 31, 2007, be sequentially re-
ferred to the Committee on Armed Services 
for a period of 10 days. This request is with-
out prejudice to any request for an addi-
tional extension of five days, as provided for 
under the resolution. 

S. Res. 400, as amended by S. Res. 445 of the 
108th Congress, makes the running of the pe-
riod for sequential referrals of proposed leg-
islation contingent upon the receipt of that 
legislation ‘‘in its entirety and including an-
nexes’’ by the standing committee to which 
it is referred. Past intelligence authorization 
bills have included an unclassified portion 
and one or more classified annexes. 

I request that I be consulted with regard to 
any unanimous consent or time agreements 
regarding this bill. 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Sincerely, 

CARL LEVIN, 
Chairman. 

f 

REPORT FILING 
Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President I 

ask unanimous consent that a letter 
dated May 25, 2007, to Senator BYRD be 
printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. SENATE, 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE, 

Washington, DC, May 25, 2007. 
Hon. ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President Pro Tempore, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: On behalf of all 
members of the Select Committee on Intel-
ligence, we are filing the Committee’s report 
on the ‘‘Prewar Intelligence Assessments 
About Postwar Iraq.’’ The report was ap-
proved by a majority vote of the Committee 
at a meeting held on May 8, 2007. 

Senate Resolution 400 of the 94th Congress 
(1976) charges the Committee with the duty 
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